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GATHERING  
PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 
C: Amen.  
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen.  
 

P: Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another:  
           (Silence is kept for reflection) 
 

C: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. 
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.    Amen. 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
C: Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN                “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”                   ELW 363   
 

GREETING 
P: We are gathered here today from different places and various situations in our lives, 

we are gathered in the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
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Today, we celebrate the land and our connection to it.  
 

C: Let us give thanks for the world around us. Thanks for all the creatures, 
stones, and plants. That we might live in harmony, a better life. May the Earth 
continue to live, may the heavens above continue to live, may we have sufficient 
rain that continues to nourish the soil. 
 

P: As a community, we have a shared desire for the greater good to have access to 
productive farmland, healthy food and forests, and clean water for all people.  
 

C: May we use the earth and its resources wisely for the good of all people.  
 

P: We are connected to the land and each other in infinite ways. 
 

C: Remind us that we are connected to each other through your creation, O Lord. 
 

P: Today, we express our gratitude for the land and soils that nourish us all. 
 

C: We stand on soil feeling and seeing the power that it contains to bring forth 
life. 
 

P: We celebrate the people that cultivate the land and feed our communities. 
 

C: We recognize that a good farmer is a craftsman of the highest order, an artist 
working the landscape of Your creation. 
 

P: May we celebrate our connection to the land and Your creation daily. 
 

C: Your creation reminds us that in order to be whole, to be complete we are 
connected to, rather than separate from it. 
  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your 
risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen 
us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

LISTEN 
FIRST LESSON                                                                          Acts 5:27-32 
27When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high priest 

questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you 

have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on 

us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human 

authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a 

tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to 

Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit 

whom God has given to those who obey him.”   
R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 



PSALM 118:14-29 
14The Lord is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 
 16The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
  The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 
 17I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the Lord.  
 18The Lord indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 
 20“This is the gate of the Lord; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
 22The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23By the Lord has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the Lord has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 25Hosanna! O Lord, save us! 
  We pray to you, Lord, prosper our days!  
 26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; 
  we bless you from the house of the Lord. 
 27The Lord is God and has given us light. 
  Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar. 
 28You are my God, and I will thank you; 
  you are my God, and I will exalt you. 
 29Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever.   
 

SECOND LESSON                                                              Revelation 1:4-8 
4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from 
Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced 
him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 8“I am the Alpha 
and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.    
R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
C:  Thanks be to God 
 



GOSPEL                                                                                  John 20:19-31 
L: The holy gospel according to John, the 20th chapter.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them 
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 
any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen 
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put 
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 26A week 
later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My 
Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30Now 
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord    
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
  

SERMON 

RESPOND 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY             “The Strife Is O'er, the Battle Done”                      ELW 366 
 

NICENE CREED                                                                 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

 



For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the 

church, people in need, and all of creation. 

Holy One who acts righteously, equip your church as witnesses of your goodness to go 

and tell others of your abundant love, that they may believe that Jesus is our salvation 

and life. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Renew your people’s commitment to use resources responsibly and to live well with 

your creation. Invite us to recognize and nurture signs of resurrection life in the natural 

world. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Direct those who are given human authority to lead with humility and compassion. By 

your Holy Spirit channel their attention toward serving those who are most in need. 

God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Uphold your children who cry out to you. Wherever people are overcome by the fear of 

death, breathe into them your life and peace. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Inspire those who lead your people in worship and praise. With joyful motion and 

sound, send us forth with praise that we cannot keep to ourselves. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



Give us the words of your saints who, like Thomas, boldly confessed your Son as Lord 

and God. With Jesus our leader, empower us to live according to his ways. God, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving 

Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                               

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen.  
 

SENDING SONG                    “Sent Forth by God's Blessing”                           ELW 547 
 

DISMISSAL  
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Offering: thank you for your gifts to support this ministry. Offering may be placed in the 

collection plates in the back of the sanctuary as you leave or mailed to the church office. 
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BE JESUSY GRATITUDE PRACTICE FOR APRIL 

Consider starting a compost pile or plant bee-friendly flowers or plants. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

St Grubby Day Church Clean Up for Hesper 

St. Grubby's Day Church clean-up will be held this morning 

following worship.  Meet downstairs in the Dining Room after 
worship for info on projects to be worked on. 

 
Decorah Chorale presents “On Our Way” The Decorah Chorale will present a spring 

concert Sunday, May 1 at 3 p.m. at Decorah Lutheran Church. The concert program, titled 

“On Our Way,” is broken into two parts: “See Again” and “Strength.” Repertoire contains 

themes of acknowledging beauty around us, renewal, and recognizing strength in community 

and connection. The Decorah Chorale is an adult mixed choral ensemble with members from 

Decorah and six surrounding Iowa and Minnesota communities. 

 
Lion's Club in Mabel is selling 50/50 Raffle Tickets to raise funds for the new cement pad 

project in front of the stage area on the Steam Engine grounds.  Interested parties 
should speak with Edna Jacobson to purchase ticket(s).  They are selling only 400 tickets 

at a cost of $100.00 each 
 

Come and hear what's new at EWALU! 

You are invited to a gathering where you will hear camp updates, renew EWALU friendships 

and meet our new executive director, Pastor Frank Johnson. We will also share exciting plans 

for the future. Join us today, April 24 at 2:00pm, at First Lutheran Church (604 W. Broadway 

St.) in Decorah. Enjoy refreshments with fellow friends of EWALU. All are welcome! 

 

 

Welcome to all who are worshiping with us this morning! 
We are happy to have you here!  May God bless our time  
of worship and fellowship together. 
 

Take Home Verse 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 

  God’s mercy endures forever. 

Psalm 118:29   



BLESSING OF QUILTS & KITS 

Please join us on Sunday, May 1st for a Blessing of the Lutheran World Relief and 

Mission Quilts & Kits during worship in Burr Oak & Hesper.  The Ingathering of 

Lutheran World Relief Quilts and kits will take place in Decorah May 7th. A big thank 

you to everyone who put their time and hard work into each and every piece.  
 

The Luther League would like to say “Thank you” to everyone who came out 

and enjoyed the Easter brunch on Sunday. And a big “thank you” to Amy and 

Jamie Tweten and family for donating all the eggs! 
 

It was nice to be able to gather  together again for the Spring Brunch in Hesper!  Hesper  
WELCA would like to thank those who worked at the brunch and those who came to 
enjoy the meal and fellowship!    
 

We would like to send out a BIG THANK YOU to the Parish Ensemble and Parish Trio  
who shared their musical talents and added to the beauty of our worship services by 

providing special music on Easter Sunday!  
 

Ruth Circle will meet on May 17th at 1:30 p.m. at the home of Carol Thunberg.  This is a 
change from the WELCA booklet which says the meeting is in the home of Ann Hotvedt. 

 

Do you have a senior graduating high school this year in your home? If 

so, please contact Nan via email (secretary@bohlutheran.org) as soon as 

possible so we can get their name and information added to our 

Baccalaureate service on May 15th. 

 

Prayer from the EcoFaith Network, NE MN -  

edited prayer of the day from 5th Sunday of Lent.  
"Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. 

Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may 

proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all created beings through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.   AMEN” 
 

    

CONGREGATIONAL GIFTS FOR UKRAINE 

In support of our neighbors in crisis in Ukraine Burr Oak & Hesper congregations 

have been an expression of God’s love by remembering them in prayer and giving 

financially to help provide critical humanitarian aid.  Through Lutheran World 

Relief our financial gifts, quilts and kits will help bring relief to refugees and those  

in the worn torn country.   Thank you for your generous and compassionate response 

to those in need!    (Burr Oak:  $ 2,189.00 & Hesper:  $ 1,182.00) 
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Spring Volunteer Work Weekend  
May 7 @ 8:00 am - 4:00 pm  

Camp EWALU, 37776 Alpha Ave     Strawberry Point, IA 52076 United States  

Join volunteers, families, and church groups to help EWALU get ready for 

summer! Take time to explore camp and meet staff and volunteers. Return 

home renewed and refreshed from your time in this special place in God’s 

Kingdom. A variety of projects are being prepared, and we’ll have something 

suitable for all ages and abilities. Please dress for the weather that day, as 

most projects are outdoors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ewalu.org/event/spring-vww-22/
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Burr Oak Lutheran Church 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY 
Organist: Rose Breitsprecher      Greeter(s): Marlene & Charaye McCabe 

Scripture Reader: Charaye McCabe     Acolyte: Michael Kime 
Ushers: Don & Carol Schnitzler, Randy McIntosh, Eric & Jess Rediske  

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Sunday, May 1st: 8:30am Worship w/HC, Coffee, and fellowship after 

 

 WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Needed to meet budget: $ 1,630.00    Offering April 17th: $2,546.00 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – May 1, 2022 
Organist: Kathy Tollefsrud      Greeter(s): Delbert & Kathy Smith 

Scripture Reader: Kathy Smith           Acolyte: Kinley Soiney 
Ushers: Scott Barth, Myrna Wilson, Ben & Kim Lange 

 
 

 

Hesper Lutheran Church 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY 
Organist: Rose Breitsprecher           Scripture Reader: Donna Rasmussen 
Greeter(s): Rick and Donna Rasmussen        Acolyte:  Savannah Phillips 

Ushers: Kevin & Rachel Werges, Edna Jacobson, Dave O’Connell  
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Sunday, May 1st: 10am Worship w/HC 

 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Needed to Meet Budget:  $1,384.00   Offering April 17th: $1448.00 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – May 1, 2022 
Organist: Kathy Tollefsrud   g  Scripture Reader: Kevin & Rachel Werges    

Greeter(s): Kevin & Rachel Werges   Acolyte:      
Communion Assistance: Kevin & Rachel Werges 

Ushers: Andy & Kally Thraenert, Dustin & Kayla Tollefsrud  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns 

      Jonathan Allen, Robin Foltz, Vi Hoffland, Ron Knutson, 
     Paul Korsness, Landon Hageman, Stanley Vongroven, 
     Ron Lippe, Stacy Nelson, Daisy Jones, Diane & Jason Daft,   
     Marilyn Helland, Evelyn Schnitzler, Family of Edith Lepa, Family  
     of Linda Huhe, Henry Wayne Tollefsrud. 

 

Please pray for military personnel currently deployed and those below serving 
stateside, elsewhere or in the reserves: Mason Falck, Al Jurek, Cameron Korsness, 
Jordan Grecko, Trever Falck, Parker Whalen, Collin Tweten, Dan Bart, Brandon Nelson, 
Anthony Brown, Dylan Foltz & Wesley Smith. Please also pray for all other soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, coasties and marines who work to defend us. 
 
 

Pr. Dave is available to bring communion, visit and offer spiritual care to those in 

need.  Please contact Pr. Dave at 641-220-0205 or call the Parish Office at 563-735-

5925 or email info@bohlutheran.org if you or someone you know would like a visit. 
 

 Please call the Parish office if there is someone you would like included in Prayers 

or to update their status to help us maintain an accurate Prayer Concerns list. 
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