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GATHERING  
PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 
C: Amen.  
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen.  
 

P: Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.  
           (Silence is kept for reflection) 
 

P: Gracious God, 
 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.    Amen. 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
C: Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN                   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                        ELW 631   
 

 
 
 

BURR OAK – HESPER LUTHERAN PARISH 
Pastor David Werges 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 22, 2022 

8:30 am – Burr Oak / 10 am – Hesper 
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food 
from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit 
we may love one another and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.   Amen.  

LISTEN 
FIRST LESSON                                                                          Acts 16:9-15 
9During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him 
and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10When he had seen the vision, 
we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called 
us to proclaim the good news to them. 11We set sail from Troas and took a straight 
course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which 
is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this 
city for some days. 13On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where 
we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women 
who had gathered there. 14A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was 
listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord 
opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15When she and her 
household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to 
the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 
R: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 67 
   1May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
 2Let your way be known upon earth, 
  your saving health among all nations. 
 3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.  
 5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 6The earth has brought forth its increase; 
  God, our own God, has blessed us. 
 7May God give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  



SECOND LESSON                                              Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5 
10And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and 
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 
 22I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb. 23And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is 
its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of 
the earth will bring their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be shut by day—and there 
will be no night there. 26People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 
27But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or 
falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
 22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. 
On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its 
fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3Nothing 
accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be 
in it, and his servants will worship him; 4they will see his face, and his name will be on 
their foreheads. 5And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for 
the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.    
R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
C:  Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                  John 14:23-29 
L: The holy gospel according to John, the 14th chapter.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

23Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word, and 
my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 
24Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is 
not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 
 25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and 
remind you of all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do 
not let them be afraid. 28You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming 
to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the 
Father is greater than I. 29And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it 
does occur, you may believe.” 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord    
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
  

SERMON 

RESPOND 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                        “When Peace like a River”                         ELW 785 
 

 
 



NICENE CREED                                                                 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the 

church, people in need, and all of creation. 

God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your Spirit is at work. Guide 

bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in their visioning, partnership, and planning. 

Surround us with your peace. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Give a vision of increase and abundant harvest for farmers, laborers, and gardeners 

who are beginning their growing season. Join their efforts with the goodness of 

creation to feed all living things. God, in your mercy, 



hear our prayer. 

Shine your light of wisdom and peace among nations. When those in power seek to 

assert dominance over others, confound their ways and make them yield to your 

humble authority. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Give safe haven to those who seek healing, liberation, or peace. Create places filled 

with hospitality where hurting people find your loving presence and wholeness. God, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Uphold the work of ministries and organizations in our communities who assist people 

experiencing homelessness, citizens returning from prison, and all marginalized 

people. Accomplish your will through their efforts. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Assemble your people at rivers, streams, and fonts, where we remember our baptism 

and welcome others into the communion of saints. Gather us with those who have died 

when we meet together at your river of life. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving 

Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and 
generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                               

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 



and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen.  
 

SENDING SONG                   “My Life Flows On in Endless Song”                   ELW 763 
 

DISMISSAL  
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Offering: thank you for your gifts to support this ministry. Offering may be placed in the 

collection plates in the back of the sanctuary as you leave or mailed to the church office. 
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BE JESUSY GRATITUDE PRACTICE FOR MAY 

Thank a farmer for their hard work producing food for our table. 
 

Next Sunday, May 29th will be joint service at Hesper, 8:30 service time with 
coffee fellowship following. 

 

Burr Oak Members - There is a congregational meeting today, 
Sunday, May 22nd after 8:30 am church services to discuss and vote 

on a new roof for the church building.   
 

The family of Mabel Hovden invite you to join them for Mabel’s 100th birthday celebration on May 28, 
2022 from noon-4 p.m.  It will be held at the home of Butch and Carmen Thompson - 5541 Upland 

Avenue - Cresco.   Lunch will be provided. 

Welcome to all who are worshiping with us this morning! 
We are happy to have you here!  May God bless our time of 
worship and fellowship together. 

Take Home Verse 
 

May God give us blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  

Psalm 67:7  



In observance of Earth Day and Stewardship Week in April the newly reorganized NE Iowa Synod "Care 
for Creation" network compiled a list of Green Tips for congregations. The Green Tips list is available on 
the synod website and may be downloaded or printed out as needed. For more information about Green 
Tips or how to  become more involved in the Care for Creation network, visit the website at 
neiasynod.org or call the synod office at 319-352-1414. **** Water conservation. The United States is 
ranked third globally of countries with the most renewable fresh water resources. Yet we have 4.25% of 
the world's population. Research has shown that 30% of our water needs are used for lawn and gardens. 
During a dry spell watering is often required. The most efficient time to water is in the morning or 
evening when the sun's strength has diminished allowing water to soak into the soil rather than 
evaporate into the air. Better yet, use a drip system. Drip systems use about ten times less water than 
other systems. Place a perforated garden hose at the base of the plant and walk away. Take it a step 
further and use a rain barrel. A rain barrel will save about 1,300 gallons of water during peak summer 
months, according to the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency. It can decrease water and sewer bills. 
Water collected is chlorine free and naturally slightly acidic. Worried about roof contaminants? Studies 
have shown that the overall water quality is very good. Collecting rain in barrels lessens the need to use 
drinking water and it's free water for your garden and plants 
 

Take 1 Simple Step, Become A Mentor! By supporting a youth for a minimum of four hours per 
month you can make a positive impact. Be of service to others in your neighborhood. Be a 

friend!  Become a mentor! Get Involved! Contact Kathy or Colinne at 563-387-1720 
or  mentoring@helpingservices.org. 

 
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY:  On Pentecost Sunday, June 5th, Burr Oak & Hesper congregations will 

formally welcome new members into our church family during morning worship services.  If 

you are interested, or if you know of someone who may be interested in becoming a member 

of Burr Oak or Hesper Lutheran, please contact Nan in the parish office at 563-735-5925 or 

Pastor Dave at 641-220-0205. 

 
NOISY OFFERING:  Our parish will have the opportunity to support the Kid's 

Lunch Club in Decorah in a fun way by contributing to a "Noisy Offering 

collection!"  In addition to regular offerings a "Noisy Offering" of loose coins will 

be collected on the 5th Sunday of each month during the year.  This offering will be 

donated to the club to help alleviate hunger in the Decorah area for youth ages 18 

and under during the summer months.   Our first collection will be taken next 

Sunday, May 29th.  Bring your coins to worship next Sunday! 

For your calendars: 
 

 The Burr Oak WELCA will be hosting their annual Bazar on September 

14th, this year. 
 

We will be hosting midweek campfire worship with Marshmallow Fellowship again this year!  These 
informal worship services around a campfire will be held on the 3rd Wednesdays of the month 

beginning at 7:00 pm.  Bring your lawn chairs and join in the fun if you can! 

June 15th - Hesper, July 20th - Burr Oak, August 17th - Hesper 
 
 

This year’s Vacation Bible School will be held July 31st till August 3rd, from 6pm to 8pm at 

Burr Oak. Our theme will be River of Life. We look forward to seeing you all there!  

 

http://neiasynod.org/
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The Winneshiek County Pioneer Cemetery Commission Invites You to a Cemetery Tour on 

Saturday June 11, 2022. Learn about the residents of Pagin Beard Cemetery, Garfield Cemetery, 

and St Bridget’s Cemetery courtesy of research done through the Winneshiek County Historical 

Society. Meeting at 9:30am in Decorah with approximate finish time in Bluffton at 12:15. Poster 

with the details will in the Narthex or call Janelle with questions: 563-379-6355 
 
 

Burr Oak Lutheran Church 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY 
Organist: Rose Breitsprecher      Greeter(s):  Tom & Leslie Cook 
Scripture Reader: Leslie Cook          Acolyte: Isaac Underbakke 
Ushers: Marlene McCabe, Randy & Marie Tweten, Gary Zidlicky 

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Sunday, May 29th: JOINT SERVICE @ HESPER, 8:30AM, COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TO FIOLLOW 

 

 WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Needed to meet budget: $ 1,630.00    Offering May 15th: $1,004.00 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – May 29, 2022 

JOINT SERVICE @ HESPER, 8:30AM, COFFEE 
FELLOWSHIP TO FIOLLOW 

 

 

Hesper Lutheran Church 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS TODAY 
Organist: Rose Breitsprecher      Greeter(s): Holly Dahl & Savannah Phillips   

 Scripture Reader: Savannah Phillips      Acolyte: Kaylee Larson 
Ushers: Josh Simiele, Mike & Lori Paulson, Todd Wyatt  

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Sunday, May 29th: JOINT SERVICE @ HESPER, 8:30AM, COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TO 

FIOLLOW 
 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Needed to Meet Budget:  $1,384.00   Offering May 15th: $807.00 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – May 29, 2022 
Organist: Kathy Tollefsrud   Scripture Reader: Donna Rasmussen 
Greeter(s): Rick & Donna Rasmussen           Acolyte:     Ushers:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns 
      Jonathan Allen, Robin Foltz, Vi Hoffland, Ron Knutson, 
     Paul Korsness, Landon Hageman, Stanley Vongroven, 
     Ron Lippe, Stacy Nelson, Daisy Jones, Diane & Jason Daft,   
     Marilyn Helland, Evelyn Schnitzler, Glenn Thunberg, Brenda  
     Headington. 
    

Please pray for military personnel currently deployed and those 
below serving stateside, elsewhere or in the reserves: Mason Falck, 

Al Jurek, Cameron Korsness, Jordan Grecko, Trever Falck, Parker Whalen, Collin Tweten, Dan 
Bart, Brandon Nelson, Anthony Brown, Dylan Foltz & Wesley Smith. Please also pray for all 
other soldiers, sailors, airmen, coasties and marines who work to defend us. 
 

Pr. Dave is available to bring communion, visit and offer spiritual care to those in need.  Please 

contact Pr. Dave at 641-220-0205 or call the Parish Office at 563-735-5925 or email 

info@bohlutheran.org if you or someone you know would like a visit. 

 Please call the Parish office if there is someone you would like included in Prayers 

or to update their status to help us maintain an accurate Prayer Concerns list. 
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